164                   A FLY ON THE WHEEL

seen ;  these Shendu women, indeed, as far as features went,
might have been Portuguese half-castes from Chittagong.

I presented the chiefs wife with a friendly offering, in the
shape of some gay-coloured beads and a small pocket mirror.
She accepted my present with a gracious smile, and returned
the civility by drawing from her breast a small gourd, which
she solemnly handed to me. I inquired what was to be done
with this ; was I to keep it ? .Yuong explained that this was
an act of great favour ; the gourd contained the lees, or tobacco-
water, from the bottom of the small hookah which each woman
smoked, and this water was considered a great preservative
of the teeth and gums. It was expected that I should take
some of the filthy stuff into my mouth, and retain the same for
some time, returning the gourd to its owner with due acknow-
ledgments. Truly, a most unpleasant custom. It was my
ardent wish, however, to reach the Shendu country, and I could
not, therefore, stick at trifles ; so, with inward loathings and a
smiling face, I conformed to the requirements of politeness.

On handing the old Shendii a cup of spirits, he would not
be persuaded, to touch it until the women who accompanied
Mm had first partaken, and they also required polite pressing
before they would taste the liquor* These were all small signs,
but still I noted them as not unimportant indices of the char-
acter and status of the people whose acquaintance I sought.
There was to be a grand feast and solemn council in the evening*
when I was expected to set forth the objects of my journey,
and when the future action of Teynwey would be decided. At
about 8 P.M., therefore, I adjourned to the chief's house. I
had not far to go, as the small house which had been assigned
for my reception was in close proximity to Teynwey's premises,
The feast I found had already commenced, with its usual con- 'I
conutaats of dancing and drinking. The music was rude but
^forcible ; there were any number of drums, and an instrument
tesenibtog a guitar, which was thrummed with a sort of
'.^plectrum " of bamboo, fastened to the thumb of the player*
instrument had frets, so that there was some attempt to'1.
tune> but rhythm was of course the great feature o|',
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